
appendix Seven

CAL BETA SAE

EDUCATIONAL

INSTITUTE, INC.

The Cal Beta SAE Educational Institute, Inc. (“Institute”), a 501(c)(3) non- 
profit corporation, was formed in late 1992 in order to repurchase the chapter 
house at 2722 Bancroft Way in Berkeley from the Cal Beta Investors of the 1970s 
(“Investors”). The Articles of Incorporation, included at the end of this Appen-
dix, were filed with the State of California on December 23, 1992. A description 
of this transaction can be found on the Cal Beta website at SAECalBeta.org /Cal 
-Beta-Hall-of-Fame. 

These Articles supplanted the original Articles adopted on August 6, 1925, 
which provided for the purchase of the property at 2722 Bancroft and the build-
ing of the present house. The original incorporators were James G. Sperry ’94, 
George Willheim ’99, Richard Hyde ’97, John Stroud ’09, Sheldon Potter ’01, 
Fred Sherman ’96, Ralph Phelps ’98, John Buwalda ’06, Charles B. Jones ’99, 
Charles West ’15, and Talma Imlay ’21. The original Articles of Incorporation 
were in effect for sixty-seven years and were supplanted by those in effect at the 
present time (2013).
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The Institute is actively managed by a Board of Directors composed of Cal 
Beta alumni who generously donate their time and energy. The Institute and/
or its Board are often referred to as the Housing (or House) Corporation. This 
term is used frequently in many of the newsletters in Appendix Six.

The Institute owns the land and the chapter house at 2722 Bancroft Way 
and all of its furniture, fixtures, and improvements. It is also responsible for a 
mortgage whose balance as of June 2013 is just over $1 million. One of the long-
term goals of the Institute is to pay off this mortgage and have Cal Beta become 
debt-free. What a celebration that will be when this goal is achieved!

In addition to managing the day-to-day business affairs of the chapter, the 
Board also awards scholarships to deserving undergraduates to help them de-
fray the ever-rising costs of attending U.C. Berkeley, which are now running 
as high as $30,000 per year. Other Board responsibilities include dealing with 
officials from the City of Berkeley, U.C. Berkeley, and SAE National.

In 2009 Fraternity Management Group (FMG) was hired to assist in the 
maintenance of the Cal Beta database and website and to work closely with 
the Board and undergraduates on alumni communication strategies. One of 
FMG’s major contributions to date has been their encouragement to create the 
Cal Beta Hall of Fame, which was launched in the fall of 2010.

Philip Knox ’41 was the attorney who handled all the legal work for the 
formation of the Institute. Brother Knox was inducted into the inaugural class 
of Cal Beta Hall of Fame honorees in the fall of 2010. In addition, all seven of 
the Investors were inducted into the next class of Hall of Fame honorees in the 
spring of 2011.

About twice a year, the Institute publishes a newsletter and mails it to each 
alumnus who has kept a current mailing address on file. In the last few years, 
the primary communication method has shifted to e-mail because of cost sav-
ings. Each alumnus can assist this process by making sure his e-mail address 
is up to date (just log on to the website at www.SAECalBeta.org and click on 
“Update Profile”).

One great feature of the Cal Beta website is the Alumni Directory. This 
directory requires a password to access; if you do not know the password, send 
an e-mail to info@SAECalBeta.org and the current password will be e-mailed 
to you.

Under current IRS tax regulations, contributions to 501(c)(3) corporations 
are tax deductible. Contributions to the Institute can be made either by check 
or credit card. Checks can be made payable to Cal Beta SAE Educational Insti-
tute, Inc., and mailed to:

SAE Cal Beta, c/o Bill Rodgers
1638 Visalia Ave., Berkeley, CA 94707



491cal beta sae educational institute, inc.  |

Credit card contributions can be made on the website at SAECalBeta.org /
Donate.

Donors for the most recent four years are posted on the website at SAE 
CalBeta.org /Donor-List. A complete listing of donors from 2002 to 2012 can 
be found in the Summer 2012 newsletter on pages 324–325.

The Institute could not fulfill its mission without the financial support of 
all these generous Cal Beta alumni. It is the Board’s hope that, after reading 
about the incredibly rich history of Cal Beta contained in this book, more and 
more alumni will also be motivated to contribute to the cause of our beloved 
Cal Beta chapter.

Phi Alpha.
The Board of Directors 
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